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Daniel Piper purchased this farm in 1846 and operated it with his grown son Henry, who
inherited it when his father died in 1854. The Piper family was typical of the region in being
both avowed Unionists and slaveholders. In 1850, each man owned a family of slaves: Daniel.
five, several of them children; Henry, four, ages six months to 24 years. To accommodate the
two slave families, around that time the stone slave quarters were divided into two sections, each
with one room, an outside door, and an upper loft. (A second room on the south end of the
building was constructed at an unknown date. It has a door on the east elevation and a window
on the west elevation, and was used for either additional living space or work space. Around
1912, log wall additions raised the upper story of the building to accommodate its use for
housing part of a tenant farmer’s family.)

By 1860, there were six slaves on the farm, five of them children, and one sixteen-year-old free
black farm hand named John J. One of these slaves, Jeremiah (Jerry) Cornelius Summers, was
born on the farm in 1849. Thirteen years old in September 1862, he fled with the Piper family
when they abandoned their home as the Confederate army began to set up its line of defense
across the farm’s fields and orchard in preparation for the Battle of Antietam. During the mid-
day phase of the fight on September 17, General Longstreet used the farmhouse as his
headquarters.

In April 1864, Summers was at the center of a controversy in the Sharpsburg community. A
company of the 19" U.S. Colored Troops headquartered at the Methodist Episcopal Church in
Sharpsburg was accused of seizing "diverse colored men. free and slave," including Jeremiah
Summers, from the surrounding area to join their ranks. Henry Piper protested that Summers
was still a minor and therefore not subject to military service. He retrieved the boy from the
church headquarters and returned with him to the farm. The company commander then sent a
guard of "eight or more armed colored" troops to arrest Piper. He was released in return for his
consent for Summers to rejoin the company. "Almost immediately thereafter" the troops left
town. Piper had to go to Frederick to speak with the Provost Marshal before he could get
Summers back. The citizens of Sharpsburg and the surrounding area were "aggrieved and
outraged" by what they perceived as unauthorized impressment of Summers and by the
disrespectful and violent manhandling of Piper during his arrest. At a hastily organized meeting
they drafted a petition to Major General Lew Wallace asking for an investigation of the incident.
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After his emancipation in November 1864, Jerry continued to work and live on the Piper farm,
employed by Henry’s son Samuel. He testified in support of Piper's claim against the
government for compensation for war damage to the farm. Henry Piper had retired to an elegant
stone house in nearby Sharpsburg, where he employed Jerry’s son, Emory Summers.

In 1924, Fred W. Cross, a visitor to the Antietam Battlefield, took several photographs of Jerry
Summers at his home located on Bloody Lane on the northern edge of the Piper farm. Cross
described Summers as “the last of the slaves of Sharpsburg,” noting, “At Henry Piper’s death
Jerry was given the use for life of a small cottage and garden plot facing the northerly stretch of
the “Bloody Lane.”™

Jeremiah Cornelius Summers died the following year in 1925 at the age of 76. He was buried in
the cemetery of Tolson’s Chapel in Sharpsburg.
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The interior and exterior woodwork of the house suggests that
it was built during the middle third of the 19th century.
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